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W e xn e r  Alu m n i In s t it u t e   
Dva r  To ra h  
Fe b ru a ry 4 , 20 25 
Ad a m  W e is b e rg  
 
Sh a lom , h e vre . 
I b e g in  b y ca llin g  you  h e vre , m y frie n d s, m y p e o p le . 
I t h in k it ’s  w h a t  w e  m o st  h o p e  a n d  a sp ire  to  b e  t o  o n e  a n o th e r. 
 
An d  I b e g in  w ith  t h e se  w o rd s a s  a  re q u e st , a n  in vit a t io n . 
 
Ove r t h e  n e xt  fe w  m in u t e s  I’ll sa y so m e  th in g s t h a t  m a y b e  h a rd  fo r som e  to  h e a r, to  
co n sid e r, t o  a cce p t . P le a se  kn o w  th e y co m e  fro m  a  p la ce  o f a p p re c ia t io n  a n d  
re sp e c t , fo r w h a t  w e  sh a re , fo r w h a t  d ivid e s  u s , a n d  fo r w h a t  w e  s t ru g g le  ove r. 
 
A n u m b e r o f m o n th s a g o , I w a s a t  a  Je w ish  com m u n ity e ve n t  lis t e n in g  t o  a  sp e a ke r, 
a  Je w ish  p ro fe sso r a t  UC Be rke le y, t a lkin g  a b o u t  t h e  p o st -Oc t . 7 ca m p u s 
e n ca m p m e n t  a n d  c lim a te .  
 
At  t h e  e n d  o f h is  p re p a re d  re m a rks, t h e  p ro fe sso r w a s a ske d  w h y Je w ish  s t u d e n t s  
a re  a s  a c t ive ly in vo lve d  in  “a n t i-Isra e l,” “p ro -P a le st in e ” a c t ivit ie s  a s t h e y a re . 
Th e  p ro fe sso r, w ith  b a re ly a  p a u se , a n sw e re d  co n fid e n t ly a n d  n o n ch a la n t ly t h a t  
t h e se  yo u n g  Je w s a re  e it h e r a sh a m e d  o r u n e d u ca te d  a b o u t  w h a t  it  m e a n s t o  b e  
Je w ish . 
 
My yo u n g e r ch ild , n o t  q u it e  24  ye a rs  o ld , is  on e  o f t h o se  yo u n g  Je w ish  a n t i-Zio n is t s . I 
w o n d e re d  h o w  th e  p ro fe sso r, so m e o n e  so  sm a rt  a b o u t  so  m a n y t h in g s, co u ld  b e  so  
m ist a ke n  a b o u t  t h e  m o t iva t io n s o f so  m a n y yo u n g  Je w s. Th e  sim p le  e xp la n a t io n  is  
t h a t  it ’s  m o re  com fo rta b le  t o  d e rid e  a n d  d ism iss  t h o se  t h a t  ch a lle n g e  u s, p a rt icu la rly 
if t h e y’re  you n g , t h a n  it  is  t o  t a ke  t h e m  se riou sly a n d  re cko n  w ith  w h a t  t h e y’re  
sa yin g . 
 
I’d  b e  p e rfe c t ly h a p p y if m y ch ild ’s  p o lit ics  w e re  d iffe re n t . Bu t  I a lso  kn o w  m y ch ild  
h a s  a  s t ro n g  Je w ish  e d u ca t io n , d e e p  a ffe c t io n  fo r Ju d a ism  a n d  Je w ish  life , a  t h ick 
Je w ish  id e n t ity, a n d  love s Je w ish  le a rn in g  a n d  co m m u n ity. 
 
I a lso  kn o w  th a t  g ive n  t h e ir vie w s a b o u t  Isra e l, m y ch ild  w ou ld  n o t  fe e l o r b e  fu lly 
w e lcom e d  h e re  a m o n g  u s . Th a t , d e sp it e  t h e  fa c t , t h a t  t h e  fe llow sh ip ’s  ra iso n  d ’e t re  
w a s t o  c re a t e  a  m o re  p lu ra lis t ic  Je w ish  co m m u n ity. It  w a sn ’t  n e ce ssa rily t h is  
p lu ra lism  Le s W e xn e r o r t h e  fo u n d a t io n  s t a ff, o r a n y o f u s  w e re  t h in kin g  a b o u t  4 0  
ye a rs  a g o . Or m a yb e  e ve n  5 ye a rs  a g o . An d  ye t , h e re  w e  a re . 
 



2 

Th is  co m in g  Sh a b b a t  w e  re a d  P a ra sh a t  B’Sh a la ch . Th e  fo llow in g  w e e k w e  ce le b ra t e  
Tu  B’Sh va t . It ’s  a  jou rn e y fro m  n a rrow n e ss  a n d  co n fin e m e n t  t o  b u d d in g  a n d  
b lo om in g . Th e  ju xt a p o sit io n  o f t h e  p a rsh a  a n d  t h e  h o lid a y fe e l e m b le m a t ic  o f t h e  
t im e s w e ’re  livin g  in  a n d  o f t h e  t im e s w e  h op e  fo r a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  w o rkin g  t o w a rd s. 
 
Th e  o p e n in g  ve rse  o f B’sh a la ch  re a d s: 

י ם  אֶת־הָעָם֒  פַּרְעֹה֮   בְּשַׁלַּ֣ח  וַיְהִ֗ ים וְלאֹ־נָחָ֣ רֶ� אֱ�הִ֗ רֶץ דֶּ֚ ים אֶ֣ י פְּלִשְׁתִּ֔ י  II ה֑וּא קָר֖וֹב  כִּ֥ ר כִּ֣ ים אָמַ֣ ם  אֱ�הִ֗ ן־יִנָּחֵ֥ ם הָעָ֛ם פֶּֽ ה  בִּרְאֹתָ֥   מִלְחָמָ֖
בוּ יְמָה׃  וְשָׁ֥    מִצְרָֽ

No w  w h e n  P h a ra o h  le t  t h e  p e o p le  g o , Go d  d id  n o t  le a d  t h e m  b y w a y o f t h e  
la n d  o f t h e  P h ilis t in e s, a lt h o u g h  it  w a s n e a re r; fo r Go d  sa id , “Th e  p e o p le  m a y 
h a ve  a  ch a n g e  o f h e a rt  w h e n  t h e y se e  w a r, a n d  re tu rn  t o  Eg yp t .”  

 
W e ’ve  b e e n  re a d in g  fo r w e e ks a b o u t  t h e  Isra e lit e s  in  Mit zra yim , in  a  p la ce  o f 
n a rro w n e ss  a n d  co n st ric t io n . W e  kn ow  h ow  th e  Isra e lit e s  h a ve  t o ile d  a n d  su ffe re d  in  
Mit zra yim . W e  a re  e la t e d  fo r t h e m  w h e n  t h e y fin a lly g a in  t h e ir fre e d om . 
 
An d  ye t . 
 
Th e  ve rse  re fle c t s  Go d ’s  u n d e rst a n d in g  t h a t  d e sp it e  e ve ryth in g  t h e  Isra e lit e s  su ffe re d  
in  Mit zra yim , t h e y m ig h t  w e ll g o  b a ck t h e re  ra th e r t h a n  fa ce  n e w  a n d  u n kn o w n  
ch a lle n g e s. Th e y m ig h t  o ve rloo k a ll t h e y’d  b e e n  t h ro u g h , ra th e r t h a n  fa ce  a  n e w  a n d  
a d a p t ive  ch a lle n g e . 
 
I w o n d e r h ow  w e  a s  a  p e o p le  a n d  a s  le a d e rs h a ve  b e com e  like  t h e  Isra e lit e s . How  
h a rd  it  h a s  b e com e  to  b e lie ve  in  a n yth in g  b e yo n d  o u rse lve s a n d  o u r e xp e rie n ce s  u p  
t o  t h is  p o in t . 
 
W e  live  in  a  w orld  in  w h ich  t ru st  h a s  b e e n  lo st  in  so  m a n y o f t h e  in st it u t io n s t h a t  
co n t rib u te d  t o  t h e  t h rivin g  o f Je w ish  life  in  t h is  cou n t ry fo r a  ce n tu ry: 

● Th e  u n ive rs it y 
● Th e  m e d ia  
● Go ve rn m e n t  
● Th e  co u rt s 

 
I se n se  u s  a s  a  com m u n ity s t ru g g lin g , a n d  in  so m e  in st a n ce s  g ivin g  u p  t h e  s t ru g g le  
t o  a cce n tu a t e  o u r sh a re d  va lu e s, com m itm e n t s , a n d  p u rp o se , ove r a n d  a b o ve  ou r 
p o lit ica l a n d  re lig io u s d iffe re n ce s . 
 
I se e  u s  b e in g  in flu e n ce d  b y t h e  w o rld  w e  live  in , w h ich  m o re  a n d  m o re  in sis t s  o n  a  
fu ll t h ro a te d  a n d  u n c rit ica l e m b ra ce  o f Isra e l, o r a  fu ll t h ro a t e d  a n d  u n c rit ica l 
co n d e m n a t io n  o f it . 
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It  is  h a rd  t o  h o ld  t o g e th e r a  n e tw o rk, a  co m m u n ity t h is  la rg e , t h is  va rie d , t h is  
t e n u ou sly co n n e c te d  t o  o n e  a n o th e r a c ross  m a n y ye a rs  a n d  m a n y m ile s. 
 
An d  ye t , if w e  ca n n o t  d o  ju st  t h a t , I w o n d e r w h a t  le a d s u s  to  t h in k t h e  Am e rica n  
Je w ish  com m u n ity ca n  o r sh ou ld  t ry t o  d o  th e  sa m e . 
 
Ou r in st it u te  ca lls  o n  a n d  is  d e sig n e d  t o  b e t t e r e q u ip  u s  t o  e xe rc ise  le a d e rsh ip  in  
u n ce rt a in  t im e s. 
 
Mo sh e  w a s ca lle d  o n  to  d o  t h e  sa m e  th in g . Th e re  co u ld  n o t  h a ve  b e e n  m ore  
u n ce rt a in  t im e s t h a n  t h e  Exo d u s.  An d  w e  h o ld  Mo sh e  u p  a s  t h e  g re a t e st  o f Je w ish  
le a d e rs . 
 
An d  ye t . 
 
As Ma t t  sh a re d  ye ste rd a y, w e  re a d  in  B’sh a la ch  t h a t  t h e  Isra e lit e s  w e n t  ou t  o f Eg yp t  
Ha m u sh im , a  com m on  t ra n sla t io n  o f w h ich , a s  Ma t t  t a u g h t  u s , is  a rm e d .  
 
Bu t  t h e re  is  a n o th e r in t e rp re t a t io n  o f Ha m u sh im , t h a t  it  m e a n s o n e  fift h  o r 20 %.  
 
W h a t  h a p p e n s w h e n  w e  co n sid e r t h a t  p e rh a p s a s  fe w  a s  o n e  in  five  o f t h e  Isra e lit e s  
ch o se  t o  le a ve  Mit zra yim , t h a t  fo u r o u t  o f five  ch ose  to  re m a in  b e h in d ?  W h a t  
h a p p e n s w h e n  w e  con sid e r t h a t  t h e  g re a t  le a d e r Mo sh e , p e rh a p s le ft  8 0 % o f t h e  
Isra e lit e s  b e h in d  in  Mit zra yim ?   
 
My ch ild , t h e  ch ild re n  o f m o re  t h a n  a  fe w  o f u s  in  t h is  ro om , a n d  m a n y o th e r Je w s, 
yo u n g e r a n d  o ld e r, ve ry m u ch  w a n t  t o  b e  m e a n in g fu lly e n g a g e d  a n d  in c lu d e d  in  
Je w ish  com m u n ity. Th e y w a n t  t o  b e  a t  Hille l, in  syn a g o g u e , in  com m u n a l 
co n ve rsa t io n s, a n d  a t  t h e  Se d e r t a b le  a s  m u ch  a s  t h e y d id  b e fo re  th e y lo st  t h e ir 
co n n e c t io n  t o  Isra e l. 
 
An d  ye t . 
 
Ho w  d o  w e  e m b ra ce  th o se  w h o  b y n a tu re  o f t h e ir p o sit io n s a n d  b e lie fs, m a ke  u s  fe e l 
t h re a t e n e d , e ve n  fe a rfu l fo r o u r ve ry e xis t e n ce ?  Ho w  ca n  w e  m a ke  sp a ce  fo r t h ose  
w h o  th re a t e n  ou r se n se  o f sa fe ty a n d  se cu rit y?  
 
I d o n ’t  kn ow . Bu t  I d o  kn o w  th a t  co n d e m n in g , ca st ig a t in g , a n d  re je c t in g  a re  ve ry 
in e ffe c t ive  s t ra t e g ie s  fo r g e t t in g  p e o p le  to  se e  o r d o  t h in g s o u r w a y. 
 
Like  t h e  Isra e lit e s  a s  th e y le ft  Mit zra yim , w e  a re  in  u n kn o w n  t e rrito ry. W e  a re  
u n p re p a re d  p sych ica lly fo r w h a t  w e  a re  n ow  e n cou n te rin g . Bu t  n on e  o f u s  w a n t  t o  
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b e lie ve  w e  w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  o n e  o f t h e  4 /5th s  t h a t  ch o se  to  s t a y b e h in d  in  
Mit zra yim . No n e  o f u s w a n t  t o  b e lie ve  w e  w o u ld  h a ve  le ft  4 /5th s  o f o u r b ro th e rs  a n d  
s is t e rs  – o f o u r ch ild re n  – b e h in d  in  Mit zra yim . 
 
W h ich  is  p e rh a p s w h e re  w e  co u ld  s t a rt . W ith  t h e  u n d e rst a n d in g  th a t  w e  cu rre n t ly 
fin d  o u rse lve s  in  a n o th e r kin d  o f Mit zra yim . W e  fin d  ou rse lve s  in  a  n a rro w e r p la ce  
t h a n  m a n y o f u s  h a ve  e ve r kn ow n . P e rh a p s t h a n  m o st  o f u s  co u ld  h a ve  im a g in e d . 
W e  h a ve  n o  ch o ice  b u t  t o  b e lie ve  w e  w ill fin d  o u r w a y t h ro u g h  t h e  n a rro w n e ss , a n d  
t o  s t rive  a n d  s t ru g g le  t o  m a ke  t h a t  so .  
 
Le t  u s  d o  t h e  h a rd , p a in fu l, a d a p t ive  w o rk n ow , so  t h a t  w h e n  w e  su cce e d , w h e n  
w e ’ve  m a d e  o u r w a y to  a  n e w  b u d d in g  a n d  b lo om in g  p la ce , w e  a re  a b le  to  loo k 
a ro u n d  a n d  fin d  a ll o u r ch ild re n , a ll o u r p e op le  w ith  u s , a n d  kn ow  th a t  w e  ch o se  t o  
n o t  le a ve  a n yo n e  b e h in d . 
 
 


