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I. Between the Army and the Sea

The first vignette to explore is from this week’s Torah portion, parashat BeShallah. In this story,

Moshe and the nation have to grapple with the uncertainty of being trapped between the

Egyptian army and the Reed Sea.

We invite you to use the “Zoom In” side of your Pedagogy of Partnership bookmark to unpack

this source with your havruta.
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Exodus 14:1-4, 9-16
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'God said to Moshe: “Tell the People of Israel to turn
back and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol
and the sea, before Baal-zephon; you shall encamp
facing it, by the sea. *Pharaoh will say of the Israelites,
“They are astray in the land; the wilderness has closed

in on them.” *Then | will stiffen Pharaoh’s heart and he
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will pursue them, that | may gain glory through
Pharaoh and all his host; and the Egyptians shall know
thatl am God. And they did so.

Pharaoh is told that the nation has fled and he changed his mind. Upset at letting the People

of Israel go, Pharaoh saddles up his horses and chases after them with 600 soldiers.
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*the Egyptians gave chase to them, and all the chariot
horses of Pharaoh, his riders, and his warriors
overtook them encamped by the sea, near Pi-hahiroth,
before Baal-zephon. °As Pharaoh drew near, the
People of Israel caught sight of the Egyptians
advancing upon them. Greatly frightened, the People
of Israel cried out to God. "'And they said to Moshe,
“Was it for want of graves in Egypt that you brought us
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us,
taking us out of Egypt? s this not the very thing we
told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us be, and we will serve
the Egyptians, for it is better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness’?” “*But Moshe
said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by, and
witness the deliverance which God will work for you
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you will
never see again. *God will battle for you; you hold

your peace!”
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“Then God said to Moshe, “Why do you cry out to Me?
Tell the People of Israel to go forward. *°And you lift up
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your rod and hold out your arm over the sea and split
it, so that the People of Israel may march into the sea

on dry ground.

When you are done zooming in, turn the bookmark over to the “Zoom Out” side. Share with your

partner where you see uncertainty in this passage: How do the people navigate uncertainty in

this passage? How does Moshe? What about God?

Notice that in verse 15, God gets upset at Moshe for crying out. The following interpreters

grapple with Moshe’s shouting in this uncertain moment:

Rashi: Praying in Uncertain Times
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Rashi on Exodus 14:15
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“Why do you cry out to me?” teaches us that Moshe was
standing and praying. God said to him, “Now is not the

time to go on at length, because Israel is in trouble!”

According to Rashi, what is Moshe’s response to uncertainty? What is the source of God’s upset?

Ramban: Emotional Reaction to Uncertainty

10:T' NInY |"anY | Ramban on Exodus 14:15
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PVUIX NWUN N'NY NNR 11'NINL | Our rabbis said that Moshe was crying out and praying.
NN YT X7 ,)1010 KINl 779001 | And this is correct because he didn’t know what to do,
:DUN 17 RY ' 7Y qriL,nwy' | even though God said to him, “I will gain glory through
VTI' N'D X7 NINL,NY192 nTAOKRI | Pharaoh,” he did not know how he should act, because he
D'N NOY 7V RIN D 2NN 'R | was at the shore of the sea with the enemy pursing and
779Nn Nt QTN KwnL | catching up, so he was praying that God should instruct
NN oYyo N7 AN T "Ny | him on the path to choose. And this is the meaning of
NN 7RY7 Y nrnw puxn | “Why do you cry out?”—[God said to Moshe,] “You needed
72D D,7IVX7 X )7 'K nwyN | to ask what to do, and there is no need to cry out—because

.NYI91 nTOXRIENWTIN | | already informed you, ‘I will gain glory through Pharaoh.’”

The Ramban notices that God already shared with Moshe what was about to transpire, and yet
Moshe cries out. What do you think led Moshe to cry out? Where do you see yourself as a leader

- in the shoes of people, Moshe, or God?

Sefat Emet: God’s Leadership

In the following passage, the Sefat Emet empathizes with the people’s uncertainty-although
they had already seen God’s miracles, now God was asking them to step up on their own. Share
with your havruta what dynamic the Sefat Emet sees at play here. What can we learn from the
Sefat Emet about leading at a time of uncertainty? What makes you feel “ready” to lead? What

resources can we draw upon to feel able to lead when we don’t feel ready?

X" n'wa nnx now | Sefat Emet BeShallah (1871)
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“Speak to the People of Israel, and have them return...” One
can explain the reason for this matter: the Exodus was a

miracle that did not happen in stages; it was of the moment.
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And the Blessed Name wanted this redemption to remain
within the essence of Israel. And this is the will of God for
every Jew, at all times, at the proper moment. There is no
person who does not have their own moment. At that time,
one must affix it in their heart so that afterward they will
know how to function, even in times of concealment.
Therefore, God commanded them to return and rise up from

their own selves. And this is why they cried out.
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At first glance, since they had seen wonders without
measure, why should they be afraid? But because they
knew that now they needed to be strong on their own... And
it is possible that this is the meaning of their words “It
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians...”
That is, they feared they would not be able to be strong on
their own. They wanted the time to be lengthened in Egypt
until they were worthy on their own, which would have
been easier. After all, God had promised, “/ will bring you
up...” (Exodus 6:6). But the will of God was that they
themselves would earn it through the previous miracle, so it

seems to me.

Sefat Emet Continued: Moshe’s Leadership
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In this passage the Sefat Emet turns the tables on the critiques of Rashi and Ramban. The Sefat
Emet sees Moshe’s shouting as a positive act of leadership. According to the Sefat Emet, what is
the emotional quality of Moshe’s shouting? How is Moshe’s shouting and prayer an act of

leadership?
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They asked: Why are you crying out? Thereis no
need for a cry at all... And both the Oh ha-Hayyim
and the Ramban raise a difficulty about Moses’ cry:
Didn’t God promise: “l will be made great through
Pharaoh”? As for the cry of the children of Israel,
one could explain that they did not know about this
promise, because it is not explicitly mentioned that
Moses had told them—it could be he only told them
that they would return [from Egypt]...
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But why did Moses cry out? It seems that itis the
way of the righteous to cry out even regarding what
they were promised, for God’s promise comes after
the completion of human actions. Prayer and crying
out are part of the actions of a person striving to
become complete towards God. Therefore, the
salvation achieved through prayer and crying out is
the salvation that one was promised. And it seems
that promises, in truth, are only made to those who
recognize that crying out is necessary, even after the
promise. And this is what is meant by, “There is no

promise to the righteous." And it could be that this is
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why the promise was not given directly to Israel,
because they would not have cried out. But God
wanted them to cry out, as the Midrash says, “Let me
hear your voice." (Song of Songs Rabbah 2:14)
However, Moses, even though he was promised, still
cried out. And that is why the promise was given to

him, as mentioned earlier.

Il. Stepping into the Darkness

In this second vignette, the nation fears the moment before revelation but Moshe steps into the

darkness. As you study this passage with your havruta, reflect on Moshe’s development as a

leader since the Reed Sea moment. What do you think Moshe’s internal state was as he stepped

into the darkness? Has he changed since the moment at the Sea? Do you wish he would have

responded differently to the people?

Nn'-10:> Ninv | Exodus 20:15-18

NX| N7ipn NN DX DY 72110 | PAll the people witnessed the thunder and lightning,
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TO ;7NN TRV Y)Y YD XYL | when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a
1Y NNX 12T YN 78 10N | distance. *“You speak to us,” they said to Moses, “and
|9 D77X 1Y 12T 7RI Nyl | we will obey; but let not God speak to us, lest we die.”
X DY 7 YN N T :N) | T'Moses answered the people, “Be not afraid; for God
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the fear of God may be ever with you, so that you do
not go astray.” '*So the people remained at a distance,
while Moses approached the thick cloud where God

was.

How does Rebbe Nahman of Breslov, in his book the Likkutei Moharan, understand why Moshe

was able to step into the darkness of uncertainty?
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Likkutei Moharan #115
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"And the people stood from afar, and Moses drew near

to the thick cloud where God was” (Exodus 20:21)
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For one who has spent his whole life engaged in
physicality, and afterward becomes inflamed and
desires to walk in the ways of the Blessed Name, then
the attribute of judgment accuses him, and does not
let him walk in the ways of the Blessed Name, and

introduces impediments.
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But the Blessed Name desires kindness, and God hides
God’s self, so to speak, within this impediment (see
below). And one who is knowledgeable looks into the

impediment and finds there the Holy Blessed One...
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An impediment is the aspect of “a cloud and a thick

mist”, for a cloud and a mist represent darkness.
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Darkness is a term for aimpediment, as it is written

(Genesis 22): “And you did not withhold."
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And this is the interpretation of the verse:
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"And the people stood from afar” - because when they
saw the mist, which represents the impediment

mentioned above, they stood from afar.
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"And Moses, who represents the knowledge of all

Israel,
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drew near to the thick cloud where God was” - that is,
he drew near to the impediment, where within it itself

the Blessed Name is hidden.
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We have also heard from the mouth of the holy master,
that he further explained this matter: that the Blessed
Name personally hides God’s own essence within the
impediment as mentioned above... Butone whoisa
person of knowledge can find the Blessed Name within
the impediments themselves, for in truth there is no
impediment at all in the world. For within the very
force of the impediments themselves, the Blessed
Name is hidden, and specifically through the
impediments themselves, one can come closer to the
Blessed Name, because there the Blessed Oneis

hidden, as mentioned above.
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NINY - 79790 7X W2l nwint 4071 | And this is the meaning of: “And Moses drew near to
:2"12 - D'i77xD DY 3 ,ny'An | the thick cloud” - this is the impediment, “where God

was” - as mentioned above.
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